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To be treated as strictly CONFIDENTIAL and NOT to be published or broadcast before: 


Morning Newspapers - Monday, 21 August 1967 
Evening Newspapers - Monday, 21 August 1967 
Broadcasting and Television - 6 a.m., Monday, 21 August 1967 


INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENT STATISTICS, SEPTEMBER QUARTER 1966 


The increase in industrial activity throughout the world has been 
accompanied by an emphasis on the problem of industrial accidents and diseases. 
Realising the seriousness of the economic loss, as well as the personal suffering, 
caused by this problem, the Bureau of Census and Statistics, in collaboration with 
the Division of Occupational Safety of the State Department of Labour and Tourism, 
is developing a series of statistics of industrial accidents. In this-work an 
attempt has been made not only to meet the requirements of the Division of 
Occupational Safety but also to conform to standards set by the International 
Labour Organisation for the international comparison of industridl accident) 
statistics. oaeaceyt 


The Workers' Compensation Department of the Queensland State. Government 
Insurance Office is the only body authorised to issue industrial accident insurance 
policies in Queensland under the provisions of "The Workers' Compensation Acts, 
1916 to 1966". Statistics of industrial accidents have been extracted from claims 
finalised, or for which three years since lodgment had elapsed, during the quarter 
ended 30 September 1966. It should be emphasised that the details of industrial 
accidents presented in this bulletin refer to claims finalised or becoming three 
years old during the periods specified and therefore should not be regarded as 
statistics of industrial accidents which "occurred" during those periods. 


This bulletin will be published quarterly. It is intended that certain 
details relating to work injuries (Tables 1 to 8) will be regularly published each 
quarter. Other classifications of work injuries and details relating to 
occupational diseases will not appear regularly but will be treated periodically 
as special topics. In this issue, the special topic is devoted to the latest 
available annual figures on occupational diseases (Tables 9 to 12) 


Of the 10,844 work injury claims finalised during the quarter ended 
30 September 1966, 10,186, or 93.9 per cent, were for males and 658, or 6.1 per 
cent, for females. During the period 32 fatal accident claims were finalised, all 
for males. Total time lost through temporary disabilities amounted to 208,576 
days for males and 10,976 days for females. 


An analysis of all claims finalised during the September quarter shows 
that 97.8 per cent of the injuries were of a temporary nature, 1.9 per cent 
resulted in permanent disabilities, and 0.3 per cent were fatal. The most common 
injury to both sexes was lacerations and open wounds, 29.1 per cent of all 
accidents for males and 30.9 per cent for females. Sprains and strains were the 
next most common injury for both sexes. 


The average number of days lost by male employees through temporary 
disabilities was 21.0. The highest average absence (38.9 days) was in the 


Mining and Quarrying industry and the lowest (14.1 days) in the Meat and Fish 
Processing industry. Of all temporary disabilities to males, 36.7 per cent were 
of less than one week's duration. The average number of days lost by female 
employees through temporary disabilities was 16.9. The highest average absence 

34.9 days) was in the Primary Production industry and the lowest (9.2 days) in 
the Textile and Clothing Manufacturing industry. Of all temporary disabilities 
to females, 38.2 per cent were of less than one week's duration. 


S. E. SOLOMON 
DEPUTY COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN 
AND GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN 
320-330 Adelaide Street, 
BRISBANE 4000 


17 August 1967 


Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made by telephoning 
Brisbane 33 5011, Extension 119. 
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Explanatory Notes 


Scope and Coverage 


Coverage is necessarily limited by the Workers' Compensation Acts. 
Although all employers are required by legislation to apply for a policy to cover 
all workers employed by them, these statistics cannot purport to represent all 
industrial accidents occurring in the State. The chief deficiencies are: 


(a) Self-employed persons are not obliged to insure under the Act. They 
may insure voluntarily, but those who do so represent only a small 
proportion of all self-employed persons, limiting the coverage of 
persons in the Primary Industries particularly. 


(b) Commonwealth Public Servants are excluded from the provisions of 
the State Act, thus limiting the coverage of persons in the 
Communications Industry (e.g., P.M.G.). 


(c) Members of the Queensland Police Force are also excluded from the 
provisions of the Act. 


By definition, the scope of the collection is limited to include only 
those injured employees who lost at least a full shift from work as a result of 
the accident. This bulletin contains particulars of "first reports" of claims 
finalised during the quarter. (Details have been extracted for re-opened claims 
where disabilities recurred, but no analysis is yet available.) Accidents 
occurring during recess periods or on journey to or from work are excluded. 


Definitions 


An Industrial Accident is defined as any compensated work injury or a 
compensated occupational disease causing death or permanent disability, or the 
temporary disability of the injured person during the entire interval corresponding 
to the hours of his or her regular shift on any one or more calendar days 
subsequent to the date of the injury. 


Fatal injuries are so classified regardless of the time intervening 
between injury and death, providing that death occurs within three years of the 
intimation of the clain. 


Permanent Disability is an injury or disease which does not cause death 
but which results in the complete loss or loss of use of any member or part of a 
member of the body, or any permanent impairment of functions of the body or part 
thereof. 


Temporary Disability is any injury which does not result in death or 
permanent impairment, but which renders the injured person unable to perform a 
regularly established job during the entire time interval corresponding to the 
hours of a full, regular shift. 


Accident Factor is defined as the means by which, or the circumstances 
under which, industrial injuries occur. 


General Comment 


Special note should be made of the distinctions between "Injury" and 
"Disease" cases for the compilation of these statistics. 


Some diseases or infections may result either from a minor injury or 
from some continuous action or sustained exposure to a harmful medium without any 
evidence of an injury. However, where there is any evidence at all that a disease 
has resulted from an initial injury, then the episode is classified as an injury 
rather than a disease (e.g., conjunctivitis and corneal ulcers resulting from 
foreign body in the eye, flying particles or scratches to the cornea; bursitis 
or cellulitis resulting from bruising or crushing; displacement of intervertebral 
disc (slipped disc) resulting from sprains and geaeays On the other hand, 


teno-synovitis caused purely by continuous movements of a joint is treated as a 
disease. Miscellaneous reactions of the body to effects of poisons and weather 
etc. are included with work injuries as "other injuries" in the nature of injury 
classification. 
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Occupational Diseases 


The International Labour Office distinguishes an occupational disease 
from a work injury in that it exhibits one or more of the following character- 
istics: 


(i) The slow and protracted nature of its cause. 


(ii) Its ascribability to repreated.or continuous action of a mechanical, 
physical, or chemical cause. It is not the effect of a single event 
but of a cause acting imperceptibly and constantly. 


(iii) Indeterminateness of the time of its beginning due to its slow and 
insidious development. 


(iv) The possible importance of individual predisposition as a factor in 
the development of the pathological conditions. 


Cases of occupational diseases which have been precipitated or 
aggravated by some accidental event are classified to the antecedent accident 
rather than the disease. Such cases consequently are included in tables of work 
injuries and are excluded from tables of occupational diseases. 
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Table 2 - Work Injuries : Occupation Groups by Extent of Disability and Duration of Temporary Disabilit September Quarter 1966 


Extent of extent of Olaabiitty | Duration of Temporary Disability 
All 
Days Lost 
poem tice eee Injuries eae et Under 5-13 3-5 6-11 1 Year 
oe eee eee 1 Week Weeks Weeks Months Months and Over | ota | average | 


TOTAL me oo oe ee 
Professional, Administrative, Managerlal, 
Clerical Workers eo oe 


Salesmen oe ee 
Farmers, Fishermen, Timbergetters 
Miners and Quarrymen a 

Road Transport Workers oe 

Metal Tradesmen, Process Workers 
Building Tradesmen oe 

Food and Beverage Workers ee 
Excavating, Lifting Equipment Operators 
Waterside Workers, Freight Handlers oe 
Labourers n.e.i.e ae 

Other Occupations 


TOTAL oe eo we oe 
Professional, Administrative, Managerial, 
Clerical Workers oe on 

Sales Workers ee os oe 
Textile and Clothing Trade Workers 

Meta! Process Workers Ais 

Food and Beverage Workers ae 

Packers, Labeiiers, etc. oe 

Service Industry, Recreation Workers 
Other Occupations ne 
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Table 3 - Work Injuries : Accident Factor Groups by Extent of Disability and Duration of Temporary Disability, September Quarter 1966 


Extent of Disability Duration of Temporary Disability 


All Days Los | 

F ys t 
Accident Factor Group lanier tes : , 3-4 3-5 1 Year tae test 
; ” ‘: i j totat | Averaae | 


TOTAL ss. we ae oe 
Machinery oe e- e 
Transport ee oe oe 
Explosions, Fire, Hot Substances ce 
Falls of Persons... vs - 
Fixed Objects oe os oe 
Moving Ob jects ae Ae oe 
Handling Objects .. ae ee 
Hand Tools in Use oe oe 
Other® .. 


TOTAL Se ee ee ve 
Machinery oe os ee 
Transport ae eb ee 
Explosions, Fire, Hot Substances ee 
Falls of Persons .. ee ee 
Fixed Objects . oe oe 
Moving Ob jects oe se oe 
Handling Qbjects .. oe ae 
Hand Tools in Use .. ee oe 
Other® ee 


a Including electricity and polsonous and corrosive substances. 


Table 4 - Work Injuries : Indus Nature of in and Extent of Disability, September Quarter 1966 


Superficial iocatation,. 
Injuries 


i 


TOTAL ee aie os 
Primary Production .. os 
Mining and Quarrying ss 
Metal Refining and Products... 
Machinery and General Engineering 
Meat and Fish Processing ar 
Other Food and Drink Manufacturing 
Sawailling and Wood Products .. 
Other Manufacturing oe 
Electricity, Gas, Water Supply 
Building Construction and Repair 
Other Construction Works ee 
Transport and Storage oe 
Commerce and Finance -° 
Community and Business Services 
Asusement and Personal Services 
Other Industries es ee 
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TOTAL oe oe ee 
Primary Production .. o- 
Metal Refining, Products, 
Machinery, Genera! Engineering 
Meat and Fish Processing oe 
Other Food and Drink Manufacturing 
Textile and Clothing Manufacturing 
Other Manufacturing ee 
Commerce and Finance ee 
Community and Business Services 
Amusement: and Personal Services 
Other Industries ‘és ce 
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F. Fatalities. P.D. Permanent Disabilities. T.D0, Temporary Disabilities. 
a_ Including miscellaneous reactions to poisons and exposure to weather. 


Table 5 - Work Injurles : Occupation Groups by Nature of Injury Groups and Extent of Disability, September Quarter 1966 


Contusions, Superficial Lacerations, Foreign Sprains, laghia tion Othier* 


All injuries Brutst \ , 6 B 
Occupation Group ruising n juries pen Wounds jodies ; Strains 


injuries 


POTAL oe =e 
Professional, Administrative, 
Managerial, Clerical Workers 
Salesmen .. oe oe 
armers, Fishermen, Timbergeiters 
iners and Quarrymen ae 
‘oad Transport Workers oe 
etal Tradesmen, Process Workers 
Building Tradesmen .. oe 
ood and Beverage Workers 
xeavating, Lifting Equipment 
Operators oe ee 
laterside Workers, Freight Handlers 
Labourers 1.0.1, a oe 
Other Occupations 


OTAL ee ee 
Professional, Administrative, 
Manageriai, Clericai Werkers 
bales Yorkers oe oe 
extile and Clothing Trade Workers 
etal Process Workers se 
Food and Beverage Workers ee 
Packers, Labellers, ete. oe 
Hervice Industry, Reereation 
Workers .. 

Dther Occupations 


» Fatalities. P.D. Permanent Disabilities. T.0. Temporary Disabilities. 
Including miscellaneous reactions to poisons and exposure to weather, ai 


Table 6 - Work Injuries : Accident Factor Groups by Nature of Injury and Extent of Disabiltty, September Quarter 1966 


Contus ions, Superficial Lacerations, Forel gn Burns, Fractures, Sprains, 
Brulsing Injuries Open Wounds Bodies Seaids Dislocations Strains 
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Accident Factor Group 


TOTAL 
Machinery Se se 
Transport oe oo 
Explosions, Fire, Hot Substances 
Falis of Persons a +o 
Fixed Objects oe ee 
Moving Objects ee ae 
Handling Objects ee 

Hand Tools in Use ae or 
Other” oe on ee 


F. Fatalities. P.D. Permanent Disabilities. T.0. Temporary Disabilities. 
a Including miscellaneous reactions to poisons and exposure to weather. 
b Including electricity and poisonous and corrosive substances. 
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Moving Objects oe ee 1 4 1 

Handling Objects ee oe 

Hand Tools In Use AG oe - 

Other? Pe 7 ! 1 | 2 \o 
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Table 7 - Work Injuries : Indus Accident Factor and Extent of Disability, September Quarter 1966 
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Industry Group 
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Machinery, General Engineering 
Meat and Fish Processing ee 
Other Food and Orink Manufacturing 
Textile and Ciothing Manufacturing 
Other Manufacturing oe 
Commerce and Finance se 
Community and Business Services 
Amusement and Personal Services 
Other industries ee eo | = 


F. Fatalities, PD. Permanent Disabilities, 1.0. Tesporary Disabilities. 
including electricity and poisonous and corrosive substances. 


Table 8 - Work Injuries : Occupation Groups by Accident Factor and Extent of Disabl itty, September Quarter 1966 
AN) Injuri Machi T t ae Falls of Fixed Moving Handitng Hand Tools 
njuries chinery ranspor re, Ho 
Occupation Group See Persons Ob jects Ob jects Ob jects in Use 


TOTAL ee ee oe 
Professional, Administrative, 

Managerial, Clerical Workers .. 
Salesmen ... +e ee 
Farmers, Fishermen, Timbergetters 
Miners and Quarrymen ee 


Road Transport Workers *o 
Metal Tradesmen, Process Workers 
Building Tradesmen... oe 
Food and Beverage Workers eo 
Excavating, Lifting Equipment 
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Operators ee ee 
Waterside Workers, Freight Handlers 
Labourers nseei. oe oe 


Other Occupations 
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Professional, Administrative, 2 
Managerial, Clerical Workers .. 2 66 = 1]- - 26] = ~ 4]- - 4 bs 
Sales Workers ss oe ~ - 63 @ | @ ~ 15| - = 6 | = = 4 | 
Textile and Clothing Trade Workers © o 33 © = 4} - = Sailite = 4 s 
Metal Process Workers ve = 1 1]e- = 1} - - - | . 1 io) 
Food and Beverage Workers ee - - 86 3] - - 13) - = - = 3 
Packers, Labellers, etc. eo - 115 4|- 4 21) = 11 Je 2 8 cm 
Service Industry, Recreation me 
' Workers. oe os - 3 17 - 14 | - 2 79 - 16 | = 4 ‘o 
Other Occupations oe ee 84 3 ]|- 12] < « it}te- - A S) 
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F, Fatalities. P.D. Permanent Disabilities. T.0. Temporary DOlsabi tities. 
a Including electricity and poflsonous and corrosive substances, 


Table 9,- Occupational Diseases : Indus Groups by Extent of Disability and Duration of Temporary Disabillé 56) 


Extent of extent of oteabiity | Duration of Temporary Disability 
Ind Gr si 
ndustry Group Sidsinon 6-11 eee Days Lost 
Fatal Permanent | Temporary 
1 Week Weeks Weeks ae, Ey Months and Over | otar | average | 


TOTAL. 
Primary Production 

Mining and Quarrying 

Metal Refining and Products 
Machinery and General Engineering 
Meat and Fish Processing an 
Other Food and Drink Manufacturing 
Sawmilling and Wood Products 

Other Manufacturing a) 
Electricity, Gas, Water Supply 
Building Construction and Repair 
Other Construction Works ee 
Transport and Storage are 
Commerce and Finance +e 
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Amusement and Personal! Services 
Other Industries at «oe 


TOTAL oe ° oe 
Primary Production ee 

Meta! Refining, Products, Machinery, 
General Engineering ee 


Meat and Fish Processing oe 
Other Food and Drink Manufacturing 
Textile and Clothing Manufacturing 
Other Manufacturing ss 
Commerce and Finance 
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Community and Business Services 
Amusement and Personal Services 
Other industries .. oe 


Table 10 - Occupational Diseases: Occupation Groups by Extent of Disability and Duration of Temporary Disability, 1965-66 


Extent of | extent of Dtaabittty Ouration of Temporary Disability 
0. tion 6 ee : Days Lost 
ps ea ae dha Diseases Under 5~13 3-5 1 Year a 
Fatal Permanent | Temporary 
1 Week Weeks Months and Over | totat | average. | 


TOTAL oe ee se oe 
Professional, Administrative, Managerlal, 
Clerical! Workers ee ee 
Salesmen we oe 
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Farmers, Fishermen, Timbergetters 
Miners and Quarrymen oe 

Road Transport Workers ee 

Meta! Tradesmen, Process Workers 
Building Tradesmen ee 

Food and Beverage Workers oe 
Excavating, Lifting Equipment Operators 
Waterside Workers, Freight Handlers 
Labourers nee.i, ao 

Other Occupations 


> Or Fr eB OWOn i 


TOTAL es se oe 
Professional, Administrative, eeacuctatl 
Clerical Workers oe 

Sales Workers ar os 

Textile and Clothing Trade Workers 

Metal Process Workers ee 

Food and Beverage Workers 

Packers, Labeilers, etc. oe 

Service Industry, Recreation Workers 
Other Occupations 
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industry Groups b y Nature of Disease and Extent of tent of Dteabiilty, en 1955<56 
EE SE ST I aE ERR FINE pee — scat eee en ene 


Diseases of Diseases of Diseases of 
infective and Diseases of Olseases of ; Other and 
Neo- Nervous j Diseases of Skin and Bones and ea 
Circulatory Réspiratory Unspecified 
Diseases 


All Diseases Parasitic 
Industry Group | Diseases | 


plasms System and the Eye Cellular Organs of 


System System 
Sense Organs 7 dg Tissues Movement 


EOD ane: EP a Ee area |e nr =n Ba, (a he es ere er eee Facer wali ssn Sins Deen EO Enel Gee cee Bastien 
Total | F.|P.0 rete P.d. |T F. lp.o. |t.0. | F.|P.0. fr.t [F |e. [r. Jeo. Tro. | Jeo. [ro | r.Jp.o. [t.0. | F.|p.0. |t.0 
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Primary Production 4% Z 

Mining and Quarrying 

Metal Refining and Products 
Machinery and General Engineering 
Meat and Fish Processing ary 
Other Food and Orink Manufacturing 
Sawmiiling and Wood Products .. 
Other Manufacturing 

Electricity, Gas, Water Supply 
Building Construction and Repair 
Other Construction Works oe 
Transport and Storage a 
Commerce and Finance oe 
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Amusement and Personal Services 
Other Industries we ma 
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Primary Production .. 

Metal Refining, Produets, Machinery, 
General Engineering ar 

Meat and Fish Processing oe 
Other Food and Drink Maftufacturing 

Textite and Clothing Manufacturing 
Other Manufacturing 

Commerce and Finanee 

Community and Business Serviees 
Amusement and Personal Services 
Other Industries 26 ee 


F. Fataléties. P.D. Permanent Disabilities. 1.0. Temporary Disabillties. 


Occupation Group 


Total 


a ne 


TOTAL aye Sie so) 401,687 
Professional, Administrative, 

Managerial, Clerical Workers .. 37 
Salesmen  o6 si ae 

Farmers, Fishermen, Timbergetters 235 
Miners and Quarrymen ee 22 
Road Transport Workers a 66 
Metai Tradesmen, Process Workers 279 
Bullding Tradesmen  o- se 207 | 1 
Food and Beverage Workers ee 
Excavating, Lifting Equipment 
Operators o%s s 56 
Waterside Workers, Freight Handlers 71 
Labourers n.e.j. <e <p 360 
Other Occupations oe oe 133: 


TOTAL A ae ve 
Professional, Administrative, 
Managerial, Clerical Workers .. 
Sales Workers -e vo 
Textile and Clothing Trade Workers 


Metal Process Workers oe 
Food and Beverage Workers se 
Paekers, Labellers, etc. re 


Service ‘industry, Recreation 
Workers .. ee ce 


Other Occupations ve ee 
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